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an Is Faulted 



, % By George Lardner ; Jr. 

\ V . " Washington PosV Staff Wrtter * : , • 

The Reagan administration deserves “a. failing 
grade” for its stance on almost every issue involv- 
ing openness nh government," according to the So- 
ciety of Profession^ 

• The administration “consistentlyTook actions 
last year that* would restrict th^floW' OT informa- 
tion about the* federal government* to 1 the people 
who pay foriCThe'socie^rwhidf S r alsoi known as 
Sigma Delta Chi, protested in a* statement issued 
yesterday by its national officersi;^:^^^;^^ p 

It said in* a review: of 10 issuer that the steps 
taken by^ President Reagan and his administration 
constituted* fundamental assault , on the*! First 
Amendment”. )-.& f. 

; The 28,000-member- groups faulted * Reagan for ] 
holding fewer news conferences than any first-year 
president in* at least 50* year^and flunked his ad- 
ministration on virtually eyery'other “openness in 
* government^ subjects V; «,-> . 

Included in the society s criticisms were: 

• Administration efforts to downgrade the Free- 
dom of Information Act and" make* it ; easier to 
withhold information from the public. Many of 
the proposals have been incorporated in a bill ap- 
proved by a Senate Judiciary subcommittee. : 

• Administration backing^Vof^ 

“names oLagenta” J>iii jyhi^ first 

time, criminalize f the pu bli cation of information 
derived from the pubbVr^r&AIready passed by 
the House, the bill; could subject 2 journalists and 
others to prison terms for disclosing the names of 
present and former CIA operatives/ ^ V /j 

• Drafting of ah executive Aofder- that would 
make it easier for government agencies to classify ; 
information- as* ^op- $ecre$^d*creC~ and “confi- 
dential” and much harder for them to declassify iL 


Other steps that alarm 
from CLA cutbacks on background briefings and 
public information to White House attempts to. 
plug “politically inopportune' news leaks” and 
White House claims of executive privilege as ap- 
plicable to the entire “deliberative process 14 of the 
executive branch ” . : 

• . The only performance that won a passing grade 
in the journalists’ view was the administration's* 
forceful opposition to efforts by the United Na- 
tions.Economic and Social Council (UNESCO) “to; 
regulate journalists around the world and impose- 
governmental controls on the flow* of news.” 

* The .WhiterHouse, in assembling its own report 
card on Reagans first-year as. president, ..“wisely" 
chose riot , to include his-! score” on ^open* 
government issues,- the societyysaicf; - 
f “During his 1980 campaign,”' the journalistsT!] 
group concluded, “Mr. Reagan promised to?gei 
government off the backs of. the people.’ But peo* 
pie are hardly in* a position to hold their govern--] 
ment accountable if they/ are prevented^ from 
learning what it is doing M 

K The fight over the Freedom of Information Act^ 
is expected to resume shortly- in. the-Senate Judi-; 
ciary- Committee. Proposals to makerit easier tO s 
withhold information^ have had relatively smooth 
sailing there thus fair but a wide variety 6£organ*^ 
izations, including the-AFL-CIO, is mounting- a 
campaign to prevent any major changes. ^ 
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